
03          OUR GREATEST NEED: Mark 2:1-17

(adapted from ‘The Gospel of Mark’ - Right Now media – a resource for churches) 

Last term we laid down the challenge to follow Jesus with our whole lives - surrendering our time, our comfort, 
and our expectations. But that's not the whole story. Something sinister stands in our way - something that we 
didn't necessarily put there but have to deal with if we want to follow Jesus.

The main thing we're looking at this term is simple: Jesus is looking for those who recognize their sin. 

W E   W A N T   T O: 

• Understand that only Jesus offers the relief all of humanity longs for.
• Feel genuine relief through the forgiveness Jesus offers.
• Begin to obey as a result of Jesus’s forgiveness.

R E A D 

Mark 2:1–17 

G E T T I N G   S T A R T E D 

1Take a moment and think about the things in your life you'd like Jesus to fix. If he showed up one day and 
said, 'Name it and I'll fix it,' what would you ask from him?   
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D I S C U S S

Put yourself in the shoes of someone inside that house with Jesus. You're surrounded by everyday people as 
well as Jewish officials and teachers listening to Jesus talk about his Father's kingdom.

1What would you - along with the people in the house - expect from Jesus when the paralytic comes down 
through a hole in the 
roof?

Mark pulls us as the readers in along with everyone else in that room. Because we've seen Jesus work 
wonders in chapter 1, we expect the same here. But that's not what we get. Instead, Jesus addresses the young 
man's sin.

This is Jesus' boldest statement so far. The effects are immediate - the gathered Jewish scholars and officials 
would have hit the roof if there wasn't already a hole in it. Sin was the great barrier between God and 
humanity and here was Jesus saying he could deal with that problem.

2If you're being honest, how big of a deal is your sin? Look back at the things you wrote you'd like Jesus to 
fix. Where do they rank compared to the sin that separates you from God? 

For the Jewish leaders, miraculous healing in the name of God's kingdom was one thing. But forgiveness? That 
was one step too far. Jesus doesn't let the issue rest though. He directly challenges the people's conceptions of 
what their problem really was. A disabled body was a symptom of a world stained by sin. Jesus had come to 
do battle with the real problem.

This term's studies in Mark challenge us to wrestle with the realities of our sinfulness and our deep need for 
Jesus. We cannot fix ourselves any more than the paralytic could stand on his own. We need a daring rescue 
from the kingdom of darkness.
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3Why do you think the Scribes and Pharisees responded to Jesus the way they did?

Chapter 2 gives us our first look at those who would begin to oppose the ministry of Jesus. Verse 6 mentions 
the 'scribes' who considered Jesus' words blasphemous. These 'scribes' have been mentioned once previously 
(1:22). They were religious scholars and experts when it came to interpreting rabbinic law.

Later, verse 16 introduces the Pharisees, who were a group of separatists distinguished by their stringent 
adherence to rabbinic law. They 'separated' themselves by refusing to keep company with 'sinners,' like 
those mentioned in the rest of Mark 2. And while scribes could also be Pharisees, few Pharisees were in fact 
scribes.

Both groups, however, knew the Scriptures backward and forward. They devoted their lives to the very 
words of God, yet failed to recognize God-in-the-flesh. Even worse, they also accused him of blasphemy 
(2:7) and plotted his death (3:6). Clearly being an expert in the things of God doesn't mean we actually know 
him.

today we have even more access to information. With the internet and iPhones, the bible is at our fingertips 
at all times. And yet we so quickly forget that, fundamentally, we're sinners in need of a healer.

4Take the next 5 minutes and spend some time praying. Confess your sins to Jesus. Admit your need for 
him. Ask him to reveal to you the sins you are ignoring or forgetting. And then listen. Allow him the time 
to work in your heart and mind.




